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Rowan takes command of Corps’ N.O. District 
 
NEW ORLEANS – Col. Peter J. Rowan became the 57th district engineer of the New 
Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, on Friday, July 12, in a formal military 
change of command ceremony. 
 
Brig. Gen. Edwin J. Arnold Jr., division engineer, Mississippi Valley Division, and 
president-designee of the Mississippi River Commission, placed the Corps of Engineers 
flag, symbolizing command of the New Orleans District, in Rowan’s hands in the 10 a.m. 
ceremony. 
 
Also participating in the ceremony, at New Orleans District headquarters, were Col. 
Thomas F. Julich, the outgoing district engineer, and Lt. Col. Michael Burt, deputy 
district engineer. Julich will move to West Point, N.Y., where he has been assigned to the 
U.S. Military Academy as director of housing and public works. 
 
Rowan is responsible for water resource development in the 30,000 square miles of 
coastal and southern Louisiana that make up the New Orleans District.  Projects under his 
jurisdiction include more than 2,800 miles of navigable waterways, including the 
Mississippi River ship channel from Baton Rouge to the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet. 
 
Rowan’s responsibilities also include administration of the Mississippi River and 
Tributaries Flood Control Project, which involves construction, operation and 
maintenance of the Bonnet Carré Spillway, Atchafalaya Basin and 961 miles of levees 
and floodwalls along the Mississippi and Atchafalaya rivers. Rowan will also oversee 
five hurricane protection projects and the Southeastern Louisiana Urban Flood Control 
Project in Jefferson, Orleans and St. Tammany parishes. 
 
The colonel also will serve as chairman of a federal-state task force restoring wetlands 
under the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act. 
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For his New Orleans District assignment, Rowan will be able to draw on civil works 
experience as the district engineer of the Corps of Engineers’ Chicago District, 1998-
2000. His most recent assignment was with the Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation 
Management as a resource integration officer responsible for serving U.S. Army 
installations around the world. 
 
A native of Glenham, N.Y., Rowan is married to the former Jeanne Marie Garrison, and 
they have four children. 
 
 


